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19.XX.010 Purpose. 

     Accessory dwelling units (ADUs) in 

single-family residential zones are an 

important tool in the overall housing goals 

and needs of the city, and allow for 

alternative and flexible housing options. The 

purposes of the ADU standards of this code 

are: 

A. Provide housing options for  

individuals and families in all stages of life 

and/or with moderate income who might 

otherwise have difficulty finding adequate 

housing within the city; 

B. Provide opportunities to offset rising  

housing costs and promote reinvestment in 

existing single-family neighborhoods; 

C. Preserve the character of single- 

family neighborhoods through adequate 

standards governing ADUs. 

 

19.XX.020 Definitions. 

     “Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)” 

means a residential dwelling unit meant for 

one additional single family located on the 

same lot as a single-family dwelling unit, 

either within the same building as the single-

family dwelling unit or in a detached 

building. A mobile home does not qualify as 

an ADU. 

 

     “Attached ADU” means an ADU 

contained entirely within the footprint of the 

principal dwelling unit. 

 

     “Detached ADU” means an ADU 

located in an accessory building on the 

property and not attached to or within the 

principal dwelling unit 

 

     “Flag lot” means a lot not fronting on or 

abutting a public roadway and where access 

to the public roadway is limited to a narrow 

private right-of-way. 

 

     “Owner Occupancy” means a property 

owner, as reflected in title records, who 

makes his or her legal residence at the site as 

evidenced by voter registration, vehicle 

registration, driver’s license, county assessor 

records or similar means for at least 200 

days per calendar year. 

 

     “Principal Dwelling Unit” means the 

primary home or dwelling unit on a 

property. For the purposes of this chapter, 

the gross floor area of a principal dwelling 

unit shall not include unfinished basements, 

decks, or carports. 

 

     “Short-term Rental” means the rental, 

letting of rooms or sub-leasing/renting of 

any structure, dwelling or portion thereof for 

occupancy, dwelling, lodging or sleeping 

purposes for at least three but not more than 

30 consecutive days in duration. 

 

19.XX.030 Where Permitted. 

     Attached and Detached ADUs are 

permitted in the city’s R-1 (single-family) 

and RR (rural residential) zones, following 

the approval process detailed herein; 

 

19.XX.040 Approval Process 

     The approval process for ADUs in the 

city is as follows: 

A. An attached ADU, meeting all 

provisions of this ordinance, may be allowed 

as a permitted use upon completion of an 

ADU application form and payment of 



applicable fees, property inspection, signed 

affidavit and any necessary building permits. 

B. A detached ADU is allowed as a 

conditional use, accompanied by an ADU 

application form and payment of applicable 

fees, property inspection, signed affidavit, 

any necessary building permits, and any 

additional requirements deemed necessary 

by the planning commission, community 

and economic development director, or 

his/her designee. 

 

19.XX.050 Development Standards. 

     A. The property owner, including 

titleholders and contract purchasers, must 

occupy the principal dwelling unit as his or 

her permanent residence and at no time 

receive rent for the owner-occupied unit. 

Application for an ADU shall include 

evidence of owner occupancy as provided in 

section 19.XX.020 of this chapter; 

     B. Only one ADU may be created per lot 

or property; 

     C. The design and size of the ADU shall 

conform to all current applicable standards 

in the building, plumbing, electrical, 

mechanical, fire, health, and any other 

applicable codes. When a new ADU is 

proposed in an existing home, the entire 

ADU shall be brought up to all minimum 

standards, as inspected and approved by city 

staff; 

     D. The installation of separate utility 

meters is prohibited; 

     E. A property with an ADU shall have no 

more than one mailbox for the purposes of 

sending and/or receiving mail, and shall 

have no more than one house number 

displayed on the property; 

     F. The ADU shall have a gross square 

footage of less than 50% of the gross floor 

area of the principal dwelling unit, and shall 

in no case exceed 1,000 square feet gross 

floor area; 

     G. A separate entrance to an attached 

ADU shall not be permitted in the front 

yard. On corner lots, a separate entrance 

shall not be permitted in either the front yard 

or the corner side yard; 

     H. All ADUs shall require two (2) off-

street parking spaces in addition to required 

parking for the principal dwelling unit. In no 

case shall fewer than four (4) total off-street 

parking stalls be provided for any property 

with an ADU; 

     I. Detached ADUs shall be subject to the 

following additional development standards: 

     1. Any detached ADU shall be subject to 

all primary structure setback standards for 

the zone in which it is located.  

     2. Any detached ADU shall meet all 

accessory building standards for height, lot 

coverage, rear-yard coverage, size, and any 

other applicable standards for the zone in 

which it is located; 

     3. Any detached ADU on a flag lot shall 

meet primary structure flag lot setback 

standards for the zone in which it is located; 

     4. Conversion of existing accessory 

buildings to detached ADUs is only 

permitted if the structure meets or is 

modified to meet all current city standards 

and all applicable provisions of this chapter; 

 

19.XX.060 Affidavit. 

     All applications for ADUs shall include a 

notarized affidavit, signed by the property 

owner of record, stating that said owner of 

record lives and will continue to live in 

either the principal dwelling unit or the 

approved ADU as his or her permanent 

residence. Prior to final approval of the 

ADU, the affidavit shall be recorded against 

the property with the Salt Lake County 

Recorder. Change in ownership shall not 

require any additional public hearing, but 

shall require a new ADU application form, 

site inspection, and signed affidavit. 

 

19.XX.070 Inspection. 

     A. Prior to final approval of an attached 

or detached ADU, all applicable building 



permits shall be completed by the applicant 

and inspected by the city’s building 

inspector to verify that all applicable city 

standards.  

     B. If no additional work is proposed, the 

applicant shall submit a minimum-fee 

building permit application, accompanied by 

an inspection by the city’s building 

inspector, to ensure compliance with all 

applicable city standards. 

 

19.XX.080 Termination. 

If the owner of record on a property changes 

and is not accompanied by a new ADU 

application, or if the owner of record is no 

longer permanently residing in the principal 

dwelling unit, the ADU shall be 

immediately vacated, and shall no longer be 

used as an ADU.  

 


